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Q: Would the legalization of
gay marriage result in a net
benefit to heterosexuals?

YES: Divorce rates triggered by
fraudulent marriages will go
down and more children will

grow up in stable homes.

By Michael Alvear

Alwcirwrites an op-ed columnthat is
symlicated in thegay pi-ess and is the
author ofthegay-ivlaiionshipsbook.
Men Are Pigs. But We Love Bacoa He

is cocreaior ofwww.FaniilyAcceptance
.com.a Website that helpsconseiTative
parents to accept and to ivconcilewith
their gay children.

Asoutrageous as it may sound gay marriage will greatly
improve the lives of heterosexuals. It will reduce the
number ofdivorcescaused by fraudulentmarriages, en
sure that more orphaned children grow up in stable and

lovinghomes, raise the standardof livingfor children with gay
parents, make neighborhoods safer for families and boost the
economies of stinggling communities.

It is not the license to marry that will create these benefits; it
is the massive shift in attitude that will result fi'om it. Allowing
gaysto marry willdo tohomophobiawhatcivil-rights legislation
did for racism — reduce it substantially over the years.

Tlie more gays are accepted as equal citizens, the more stable
heterosexual marriage will become. Why? Because there are an
untold number oftraditionalmarriages thatbreak up because one
spouse comes out ofthe closet.

Homophobia drivesgay men and women into fraudulent mar
riages. Pressure to conform, the weight ofdiscrimination, poten
tial loss of cherished dreams — serving in the military, worship
ping in church, getting job promotions, raising kids — propels
many into marriages to which they othei\vise wouldn't commit.
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Takemy friendCooper. Cooperis 64. He was marriedfor 38
years.The divorce is pending. He leaves behind him a woman
whoselifewasshatteredbya truththattunneled itswayout of the
moundsof shame, hostilityand hatredthat societyheaped on it.
Homophobia has a wayofwounding gayandstraight alike. Itcre
ates tvv'o classesof victims: peoplewho are forced to lie and the
people to whom they lie. As homophobiadecreases, so will the
pressurefor gaysand lesbiansto enter intofig-leafmarriages—
which, in turn, prevents childrenfrom beinghurt by divorceand
helpsheterosexuals, such as Cooper'swife,createauthentic, sta
ble marriages.

Could gaymarriage beasolution forthemany children in fos
ter care?There are plentyofgay and lesbian families willing to
adopt some of the 568.000 kids languishing in institutions, but
statutorybansand local judiciariesrefijsing tograntgay-adoption
p)etitions impede them. According totheE\'an B.Donaldson Adop
tion Institute'slatestnational survey,only40 percentofpublicand
private adoption agencies ha\e placed children with gayadopti\'e
parents. Tliesame sursey showedthata majorityof childless gay
men and women would like to become parents.

Wouldchildren in foster care be better offliving in lovinggay
homes or institutions that shuffle them from one home to another

until theyreach 18yearsof age and"age out" of thesystem?Ask
die American Academyof Pediatrics, the Child Welfare League
ofAmerica, the NorthAmerican CouncilonAdoptableChildren,
theAmericanPsychiatric Association, theAinerican Psycholog
ical Association and the National Association ofSocial Workers.

Tlieirconclusion: Gayand lesbian homeswouldbegoodformany
of these kids.

What'sthe best wayof making thathappen? Givinggaycou
plesautomatic adoption rights. Andthe most effective way todo
that?Allowthem to marry.Gay marriage wouldn'tjust impro\'e
the lives oforphans; it also would improve the lives ofchildren
who have parents that happen to be gay.

Let's say two women with average incomeshave a child to
gether; we'll call him Billy. Becausethewomenaren't allowed to
marry, Billy doesn't get the financial and emotional safety nets
otherchildren get Forexample, ifBilly hasa serious accident while
hisbiological motheris away, thehospital candeny himtheright
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NO: Heterosexual society will not
be made healthier or safer by
legalizing homosexual unions.

By Paul Cameron

Camewn earned his doctorate from
the University ofColorado and was
thefirst scientist to document the
harmful effectsofsecondhand tobacco
smoke and thefirst to document the
brevity ofthe homosexual life span. He
is chairman ofthe Family Research
Institute in Colorado Springs.

The Massachusetts Supreme Court has decreed that the
state constitutionguarantees the rightofhomosexuals to
marry. And the political left not only has approved the
decision on egalitarian gi'oiinds,but also predicts that gay

marriage will hold all sorts ofbeneficial effects for the rest ofus.
Such aipiments — designed to shore up an absurd decision

in an increasinglyabsurd nation — fail to recognize the true na
ture of marriage. It is a community institution, and its very exis
tence verifies the old trutli that sex is not just a private matter be
tween consenting adults, as gay activists maintain.

Marriage, whether inancient Israel.Greece, Rome or in mod
em America, is designed to control sexual behavior and bring
children into the community. Sex is a highly significant and
volatile drive; It can create lifeas well as spread death. Iiia broad
sense, it iseverybody's business.Thus marriage alwayshas been
the nomi: a man and a woman living together and confining their
sexual activity to each other for life. In the past divorce was rare
because people believed the institution was more important than
the two people involved so couples stayed together. More re
cently, men and women have tended to enter into marriage for
'"self-fi-ilfillment." Hollywood-style. However,with the inevitable
abatement of sexual excitement, partners increasingly have de
cided to divorce, shuttle the children betvs'een households and
seek new sexual adventures.

Yeteven in an era when marriage has fallen on hard times, it
still is the most important stabilizing influence in society.Bleak
tabloid headlines to thecontrary,during any given year more than
85 percent of married couples have sex only with each other. Pre
dictably. married couples experience the lowest incidenceofsex
ually transmitted diseases.And virtuallyevery scientificstudy in
dicates that children are more likely to thrive in a family with a
biological mother and father.

That's what the institution is all about and. for this reason, the

phrase"homosexualmarriage"makesabsolutely no senseforho
mosexualsor heterosexuals. Homosexualactivitydoesn't produce
children, so a major reason for marriage is inapplicable to ho-
moseximl liaisons—which typically are briefand anonymouscou
plings, sometimescarriedout in public places.

The Massachusetts and US. Supreme Courts ignored diis as
pectofmarriage— the importance of rearingchildren ina home
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with a man and a woman—and concentrated instead on a vaguely
conceived, vaguely articulated right of homosexuals to exercise
their sexuality as a means ofexpressing their true identity, as if
theywerea discreteand identifiable categoryofhuman beingsuch
as womenand children.Womenhave the rightto be wx)men. Chil
dren have the right to be children. Homosexuals have the right to
be homosexuals. And ifyou'rea homosexual, youaffirmyouriden
titybyengaging insexual relations withpeople of thesamesex.

This idea,subtleand insidious, has been strengthened during
the last 20 to 30 years by the introduction of the concept of "ori
entation,"which gay-rights activists have insistedis as fundamental
and as inalterable as left-handedness. Studies show otlierwise. Most

if not all homosexuals have relations with members of the oppo
site sex. What defines them as homosexuals is not what they are
but what they do — at least that's how researchers fix)m the fed
eral Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and other
agencieshavedefinedthem inmore recentstudies. TheCDC has
dropped the terms "homosexual" and "bisexual" and nowde
scribes them as "men who have sex with men."

Funny thing;No one argues that people smoke becausethey
aresmokers.Theyare called"smokers" becausetheysmoke.Yet
gay-rights activists — and now two supreme courts — main
tain that homosexuals engage in homosexual acts because they
are homosexuals. Thus sex with nearly anonymous partners of
the same gender becomes a constitutionally protected means of
self-expression—something a homosexualis compelledto do,
the way pear trees are compelled to producepears.

Thus the Massachusetts majority maintained that a marriage
statute that appliesonly to a man and woman"deprivesindivid
ualsofaccess to an institutionoffiandamental legal,personaland
socialsignificance — the institution of marriage— becauseofa
single trait: skincolorinPerezandLoving, sexual orientation here."

As a descriptiveterm, I have no problem with "homosexual."
Itsimplymeans someone whoengages in homosexualacts.How-
e\'er,giventhegrim medicalconsequencesof such behavior. I also
would call it "a bad habit," very much like smoking and drug use.
both ofwhich — like homosexual behavior—are unhealthyand
damaging to the community as wellas to the individual.

A comparison of the threebehaviorsyieldssome very signif
icant parallels. Inmakingthiscomparison. Irelyhea\ ilyona 1996
CDC national suiTeythatquestioned 12.381 noninstitutionalized
adultsabout their sexual behavioras well as their smoking habits
and drug usage. (By the way. the study showsthat homosexuals
are more likely to smoke and use illegal dmgs than are hetero
sexuals. a fact that links the three bad habits.)

First, let's look at smoking. Smokers mostly injure themselves.
The habit cuts their life expectancyby a year or two.They also
expose others to secondhand smoke, a modest health risk, and
annoymanynonsmokers. But their behavior in other areas indi
cates theproblems theycause to society, including the high cost
of medical care (which inevitably is borne by everyone, whether
taxpayeror insurance-premium payer).

Smokers require more medical care than nonsmokersand are
more likely to be involved in fires and other accidents. Accord
ing to the CDC study, those who have ever smoked(46 percent
ofadults) were more than twice as likelyas nonsmokers to have
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SYMPOSIUM 'YES': ALVEAR
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 46)

tosee his second parent, effectively torturing the child atthe time
ofhis greatest need! IfBilly comes home torecuperate, the boss
isn't legally obligated toprovide sick leave toBilly's second par
ent, effectively preventing achild from being soothed byhis nur
turing parent. IfBilly's biological mother dies, the surviving par
ent has no legal rights toBilly, effectively allowing the state torip
him from the arms ofa loving mother and throw himinto thefos
ter-care system. IfBilly's parents separate, the departing parent is
under nolegal obligation toprovide alimony orchild support, ef
fectively plunging Billyintopoverty.

From his parents' inability togetjoint health-, home- and auto-
insurance policies tohis own inability toaccess his second par
ent's Social Security survivor benefits, Billy suffers. Allowing
same-sex marriage would eliminate the unfair penalties children
have tobear. Ultimately, the greatest benefactors togay marriage
are children — more than 500,000 of them.

Haifa million? Yes, and that may be underestimated. Face-
to-face surveys show that I percent of
people identify themselves asgay. But ~
random telephone surveys, which give
more anonymity, produce numbers
around 3percent or4 percent ofthepop
ulation. Andonlinesurveys, whichgive
the mostanonymity, consistently show
thenumber tobearound 6 percent. Ifthe
range is somewhere between 1 and 6

• 12.8 million parents of gays and lesbians (assuming each
parent is alive);

• 25.6 million grandparents (assuming two sets of living
grandparents);

• 6.4 million uncles and aunts (assuming one per gay per
son);

• Total: 57.6 million.

No matter how they feel about homosexuality, no parent
wantsto see theirchildhurt, no brother wants to see his sister in
danger, no uncle wants to see his nephew suffer. One ofthe in
tangible costs ofhomophobia is the excruciating emotional pain
felt by everyone related to the gay family member. Lessen ho
mophobia, as gay marriage will, and you lessen the strain on mil
lions of families.

Italso turns out that gay couples bring with them economic
boons tothe larger community. Five years ago Femdale, Mich.'s
downtown waslined withabandoned buildings.Today, after years
ofcourting gays tolive andstart businesses, ithas avacancy rate
ofless than 3percent. Femdale followed the theories in the best-
selling book, The Rise oftheCreative Class. Civic leaders across

the countrypay more thanSI0,000 to
• hear the author,urbanplannerRichard

X r i-U Florida, talk about the best way torevi-
Pressure to conlorm, tne talize their communities. His thesis: If

cities want tojump-start theireconomiesxi. citiGS wETit tojurnp-stsrttheireconomics
weight01 discnmination, tne they must attract the dominant eco-

- r 1^ • u J J nomic group inAmerica—people who
loss 01 cnensnea dreams - think for aUving (doctors, lawyers, sci-

range is somewhere between 1and 6 xirnrcVimnino entists, engineers, entrepreneurs and
percent ofthe population, let's split the military SerVlCe, WOrSlllpplIlg computerprogrammers). Dubbing them
difference and call it 3percent. But re- . nrAmnfinnc "creative class, Florida points out
member, that figure represents only the m CnUrCn, JOD prOmOUOIlS, they're the most dominant economic

SJSr*taismgkids-propelsniaiiy
toto marriages to which they

48 • Insight

(215,474,215) means there are
6,464,226 men and women who self-
identify as gay. Apply that figure to a
Kaiser Family Foundation study fmding
that8percent ofself-identified gays and
lesbians areparents or legal guardians ofa live-in child younger
than 18 andyou come up with 517,138 gay and lesbian house
holds with children.

This means there are more than half-a-millionchildren grow
ing up with same-sex parents. Italso means half-a-million chil
dren growing upwith serious disadvantages caused bythe pro
hibition ofsame-sex marriage.

Forevery gay man and woman who gets punished bythe legal
system there are mothers and fathers and brothers and sisters who
bear witnessto it.The fact is, 57.6 million peopleare eitherdi
rectly orindirectly affected by homophobia. Only 6.4 million, or
11 percent, are actually gay. That means 89percent ofthe people
affected bydiscrimination against gays are heterosexual. Consider
these estimated numbers:

• 6.4 million gaysand lesbians;
• 6.4million siblings ofgays andlesbians (assuming each gay

personhasone sibling);

otherwise wouldn't commit.
cessflil cities. There'sa high-tech index
(ranking cities bythesize of their soft-

— ware, electronics and engineering sec
tors)and an innovation index (ranking
cities by the number of patents per

capita). But one ofFlorida's most talked-about rankings is the gay
index. HetoldSalon.com: "Gays are thecanaries of thecreative
economy. Where gays are will be a community that has the un
derlying preconditions that attract the creative classofpeople. Gays
tend to gravitate toward the types ofplaces that will be attractive
to many members ofthecreative class."

Florida, a professor atCarnegie Mellon University in Pitts
burgh, boils itdown to this: Ifyou want economic growth one of
the things you must do is attract gays. Not because there are dis
proportionate numbers ofgays in "thinkingjobs" but because their
presence signals the values to which the creative class is attracted:
diversity, open-mindedness, variety, eccentricity.

Examples of Florida's theories: Minneapolis' Lorin Park,
Boston's Jamaica Plain, Chicago's Boystown,Atlanta's Midtown,
Washington's Dupont Circle and Adams-Moiigan. Though each
has the reputation ofbeing a"gay mecca," any demographer will
tell you that the vast majority ofresidents are heterosexual.
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Marriage isastabilizing influence onrelationships and aplat
form for greater prosperity. The benefits ofmarriage would en
courage gays and lesbians totake even more risks in distressed
neighborhoods, turning them into places that attract the mostly
heterosexual "creative class." The payoff to cities is clear: En
couraging stability and prosperity among gay and lesbian couples
results in a bigger tax base that can beused to improve schools,
streets and parks foritsmostly heterosexual citizens.

SYMPOSIUM 'NO': CAMERON
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 47)

beenbooked fora crime. Inthe 12months previous to thestudy,
smokers were more than twice asaptasnonsmokers tohave used
one illegal drug, twice as apt tohave engaged in homosexual ac
tivity, slightly more apt to have had multiple sex partners and al
most twice as apttohave driven under theinfluence.

Next, let's look at illegal druguse, a major problem today
and one some say may be the most
pressing social problem our society
faces. Drug use produces robbery,
murder, serious illness and death at an
enormous cost to society. So drug
users hurt others as well as them
selves. Those who shoot up drugs
(about 1percentof thepopulation) re
duce their life span by 20 to 30 years
and have killed around 1,000 people
through HIV contamination of the
bloodsupply. Drugusersrequiremore
medical care than nonusers and are
implicated in an excess of accidents,
violence and suicides. In the CDC
study, those who used an illegal sub
stance in the previousyear (13 percent
ofadults) were more than three times
asapttohave been booked foracrime.

Duringthe 12months prior to the
study, drug userswerefive timesmore
apt than nonusers tohave driven under the influence of alco
hol. four times more aptto have hadmultiple sexpartners and
three times more apt to have engaged in homosexual behav
ior. In themonth priorto the study, drug users were twice as
apt asnonusers tohave smoked cigarettes and twice aslikely
to have missed work.

Those who engage inhomosexual acts, aswith those who use
illicit drugs, injure others as well asthemselves. They shorten their
own life spans by 20 to30 years and have caused the death ofan
estimated 3,000 through HIV contamination of the blood sup
ply. Homosexuals require huge amountsofmedical care, and they
are implicated inanexcess ofaccidents, violence and suicides.

Otherfindings ofthe 1996 study include thefollowing: Ho
mosexualsare fivetimesmoreapt thannonhomosexuals to mo
lestchildren. According totheCDCstudy, thosewhoengaged
in same-sex relations within the previous 12 months (2 to 3

Gay marriage won't justbenefit same sex couples; itwill
benefit everyone. It will reduce divorces by preventing sham
marriages, provide homes totheorphaned, protect the children
of gay parents and revitalize distressed communities. It's one
of those queer ironies: Gay marriage will strengthen hetero
sexual families. •

Contact MichaelAlvear at MikeAi.vear(Saoucom.

twice as apt as nonhomosexuals to have been booked for a
crime. In the previous 12 months, homosexuals were three
times asapt asnonhomosexuals tohave used at least one ille
gal drug, twice asapt tohave driven under the influence and
four times asapttohave had sex with multiple partners. Inthe
month prior to the study, homosexuals were almost twice as
apt asnonhomosexuals tohave smoked cigarettes and tohave
missed work.

Inaddition tothese grim comparisons, thechildren ofsmok
ers,drug usersand homosexuals have

—— more troubles than other children.
Given the instability reflected inthefig
uresabove, these childhood difficulties
are predictable.

Obviously the three interrelated
groups above cause societyenormous
problems. The health effects alone are
devastating — a statement almost as
true of homosexuals as of drug users.
Thus far around 500.000 people have
died ofAIDS at a cost ofbillions ofdol
lars to American taxpayers.

So, will homosexual marriage
change all this and, at the same time,
have a happy effect on heterosexual
marriage, as has been argued? Obvi
ously not.

With rare exception, men and
women with homosexual temptations
enterheterosexualmarriagewith hope

ful intentions. Indeed, marriage often eliminates those homo
sexual temptations. Attimes itdoesn't —andthose marriages
fail. It also is true that mostgay men in so-called"married re
lationships" tend to have multiple sexual partners. Thisinher
ent instability of the marital bond — whether between a gay
manand a heterosexual spouse or between twogaymen— is
the main reason that permitting gay marriage will have scant
effect upon thenumber of marriages broken by a spouse pur
suinghomosexual activity.

Marriage between disuirbed and unstable people invariably
creates problems rather than solves them. Homosexual cou
ples already are far more likely to commit acts of violence
against each other than are nonhomosexual couples. Legit
imizing their unhealthy and violent relationships will only ex-

The phrase 'homosexual
marriage' makes absolutely
no sense to homosexuals or

heterosexuals. Homosexual

activity doesn't produce
children, so a major reason
for marriage is inapplicable

to homosexual liaisons.

acerbate the problem.

percent ofadults, 1.3 percent ofthenoninstitutionalized) were Contact Paul Cameronat wmFAMiLYRESEARCHLNSxoRG.
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